D — — * 


— —e— 
— — 


„ W-: 
2 — 2. 4 
UN 5 
A a = A & < — 1 
. = - 
© ? © -* E 
S FR . 2 
1 0 
"DV. .M 2 
© — 


”- 7 
. 


« 
— 
* 
* 


* 


= 


a 


* 
ys 
0 Fd * 2 
. & o * J 
- wh * 
= 
Sw 4 
* * * 
8 * * * * 
* _— * — 
- u 
x 
= ® 
„ * 2 . - _ 
v 4 4 
” 4 » 
. — 
" _ 5 5 * 
o 4 0 
2 23 * 
— * 
— yo 
* 
2 2 
* "i 
. * 
* & 8 
- 
= 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
+» 
IST 
. — 
* * L 
- 
I S 1 * 8 
* 
- * 
„ + + - © o 


N 
L IB ER T V 


AND 


COMM ON- SEN 8E 


TO THE 


FE & ED L E 


IRELAND 


6 KERR TIN s. 


o 
* 32 
1 
= 
5 
% 


LETTER IV. 


D125 1: 
Printed in the Year MDCCLX. 


* 


3 


8 


. 


— — 


hv e 6929 «hv Gb 


is 40 
4 8 <p Gp 45 


* 63 


LIBERTY and COMMON-SENSE 
TO THE | 
POI E of Jreland, Greeting : 


Conntrymen, V3 we! 

| HE Moxarch, who wiſhed that his Peo- 

| ple had but one Head, that he might effe& 

their Deſtruction without the trouble of a 

ſecond Blow, is juſtly held in Deteſtation. But, 

much more malevolent was that Miniſter, who ſeemed 

to wiſh that his Countrymen had but one Soul, that 

he might poyſon, by a ſingle Infuſion, the eternal 
Fountain of Virtue and Happineſs in Man. | 


The Loſs of Friends, Fame, Fortune, of Life it- 
ſelf, may be retrievable in better Worlds and in hap- 
pier Climes. But, when a Man loſes his Integrity, 
he is equally left, to himſelf, as to the World; were 
he Poſſeſſor of All that our Solar Syſtem contains, He 
is worſe than worth Nothing, He has fixed an unbot- 
tomed Gulph betwixt himſelf and Enjoyment. 


When Jugurtha could ſay, with Truth, Rome om- 
nia venalia, He, at once, pronounced the Fate of the 
Miſtreſs of the World. The Words fearfully im- 
ported that VirTue, LIE ERTY, the CoMMoN- 
WEALTH Was no more. 


When 


g 1 - 
White National "va "cotitinuted'to * the Re- 
public, ATRIOTISM appeared in the Roman Hemi- 
ſor as a Galaxy or Milty- Way, where Individuals, 
r Wien ing Blaze with N produced a Community 
df 4 ble Glory; and, h became inditinet 
by the 122 25 mutual Brightneſs. 


But, when Corruption, like a contagious Vapour, 
had ſtolen upon the Land; when Immorality had ob- 
ſcured the Light of Virtue and the Paths of Rectitude; 
the few Patriots, that droſe from Time to Time, 
ſhonè forth with ſingular Luſtre, as Stars diſtinguiſh- 
ed by the ſurrounding Darkneſs of the Firmament. 
The People gazed and admired the Peculiarity of their 
Appearance, but neither felt the Warmth, nor ac- 
knowledged the Influence of an Example chat they 
did not deſire to'imitate. 


It; is chus, that, when Obrrehjtoer i | grows e 
when It is countenanoed by Example, and patronized 
by Station. When Pubhe Duty turns Public-Strum- 
When the Truſts, repoſed on Men by their 
Country, are ſet to Sale. There is no longer any 
Ground whereon Confidence may tread; there is no 
longer any Chordage whereby Parkiorisu may 
bind a Community together. It is then with our 
moral World as it wouſd be with the material, ſhould 
the Laws of Cohæſion ceaſe to operate, and thoſe 
Particles be diffipated, whoſe orderly Connection now 
form the Beauty or Commonwealth of Nature. 


A People, in ſuch a State of Degradation, have 
juſt ſach a Notion of Patrioliſm as the blind-Man had 
of Olours, when he ſaid that Searlet was like the 
Sund of « a Trumpet. 


Say — Country-men — Are 7ou aw better m- 
formed? Do You know what PATRIOTISM is? Do 


You 


Ls ] 

You know who is the Friend, or who the Foe of 
your Country? Do You know when You are benefit- 
ed, or when You are hurt? Do Vou know what to 
aſk for, or what to refuſe? Do You know wherefore 
Vou are angry, or Why You are appeaſed? We affirm 
that You know Nothing of all this; and, We wiſh 
that it may not be too late to be inſtructed, 


It is ſaid that there never was an Age ſo elegant in 
Arts, ſo dilated in Science, ſo ſubtile in all the Refine- 
ments of Underſtanding. It is alſo ſaid that there never 
was an Age of fo avowed a Depravity and Corruption of 
Heart. And, poſſibly, the Truth, of theſe two Po- 
ſicions, ſo apparently different, may not be irrecon- 
cileable. | | 


MAN, in his natural and unreformed State, is 
openly ferocious or unaffectedly humane. He is rude, 
unſocial, rapacious, revengeful, and cruel: Gentle, 
friendly, generous, compaſſionate and kind. He 
ruſhes, unbridled, wherever his Temper inclines. 
He is all Things, by Turns, and every Thing in 
Exceſs. Eos | 


Society, Commerce, Plenty, Erudition, and Sci- 
ence, ſerve to enlighten his Ignorance, to regulate his 
Paſſions, and to poliſh the Rudeneſs of his original 
Maſs. | | 


But when the Gold of Nature thus poliſhed and 
refined, is further beaten into futile Leaf, for ſuper- 
ficial Ornament and elegant Diſguiſe. When Edu- 
cation conſiſts, not in Learning the Duties, but De- 
voirs of Life. When the Attention that ſhould be 
given to the Reformation of the Heart is Wholly ex- 
pended in modulating the Manners. When Simpli- 
city andithe Feelings of inborn Affection are exchang- 
ed for external Affectation and Complaiſance. When 

Eloquence 


(6] 
Eloquence i is exerciſed, not in order to; diſcover, but 
to puzzle Truth, When the Study of Virtue is 
transferred to That of Delicacy, = moral Practiſe 
ſublimated into Theory and Speculation, It then be- 
comes queſtionable whether Man had not better have 
retained his evil-Qualities unreformed, than that his 
| = Rea ſhould thus evaporate through an over 
efinement. 


But, ſhould the Vices themſelves, when poliſhed 
and adorned, be adopted and approved, as Virtues, 
by Society. Should Deceit, Slander, Avarice, Senſua- 
lity, Luft, and Murder, be admitted, under faſhion- 
able Forms, and reſpectable Titles, ſuch as Politene/s, 
Wit, Amuſement, Taſte, Galantry, and Honour. Should 
human Worth and Wiſdom derive their Eſtimation 
from the Warrant of the Mine and Mint, alone. 
Should additional AMuence beget additional Appetites, 
and Art be occupied and exerted to gratify Deſires that 
paſs the Limits of Nature. For the Maintenance and 
Indulgence of Senſuality and Licentiouſneſs, ſhould 
all Means be attempted and Proſtitutions embraced. 
Should the Voices of Electors, the Honour of Legiſ- 
lators, Fame, Family, Poſterity, Conſtitution, and 
Country, beſet to Sale. Let All, wha yet remain un- 
tainted from the Contagion of ſuch a Community, 
fall proſtrate and addreſs the following Petition to that 
POWER who, yet, can ſtay a ſinking People from 
Perdition. 


0 THOU! who alone canſt make, and canſt 
« reſtore, give us the Poverty and Abſtemiouſne/s, the 
« Tails and Incommodities of the firſt Romans and Spar- 
fans; but give us alſo their Honeſty. Give us the 
28 Nakedneſ* and Ignorance of the firſt Tillers of the 
% Field and Inhabitants of the Foreſt, but give us, 
« alſo, their Simplicity. Once more reverſe the _ 

cc an 


171 

and Appearances of Things, and cauſe Light and 
* Darkneſs, Truth and Falſhood, Good and Evil, to be 
no longer convertible or miſtaken for each other. 
Tear off the Covering of Faſhion from Guilt, It will 
„ not, then be amiable, it will not be thought neceſ- 
* ſary. No longer permit us to plough the Sands, or 
* fow the Waters, or fiſh in Æther for Happineſs. 
* Reſtore Eſteem to its ancient Proprietors, to Virtue, 
« to Capacity, to Strength of Underſtanding, to Be- 
“ nevolence of Heart, nor let a Coffer be thought 
capable of every human Excellence. If Wealth 
* may not be with-held, O grant it to Beneficence; ſuf- 
“ fer it not to be a Shield to the Doers of Iniquity, 
% neither a Bait in the Palm of Factors for Proſtitu- 
tion, neither a Sword in the Hand of Violence, nor 
* a Mace in the Hand of Oppreſſion! Cauſe the Cap 
* and the Knee to bow down in Reverence to the 
& ProteCtors of Innocence, to the Patrons of the Poor, 
“and to the Lovers of the Public; the Approbation of 
-<: Goodneſs is the ſureſt Introduction to the Practiſe 
* thereof. Reſtore unto Woman her native Orna- 
4 ment of Shamefacedneſs; reſtore Valour unto Man 
“ by reſtoring him his Integrity; and reſtore this 
“ People to THYSELF by reſtoring Them to Vis- 
ws x + ahh 


IT Is not Propriety, or Duty, it is Cuſtom and Fa- 


ſhiqn, alone, that form the Manners and direct the 


Practiſe of Mankind. And, the very ſame Perſon 
who, with Leonidas, would have reliſhed the black 


broth of Sparta; who, with Cincinnatus, would have 


held the Plow, and have enjoyed a Bed of Turf with 
Charles of Sweden, now refuſes to take either Nouriſb- 
ment or Repoſe that is not ſoftened or ſeaſoned to the 
Delicacy of the reigning Taſte. | 


In certain Countries, at certain Ages, Virtue hath 


been ſo common as ſcarce to be reputed Virtue; and 
Praſtitution 


r 
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Proftitution would have appeared as great a Phenome- 
non as Patriotiſm may appear at this Day. But All 
cannot be loſt, ſince a ſecond. AigcuLlaPivus hath a- 
riſen in Brit, Who propoſes to reunite and reſtore 
the Morals, as he hath already reſtored. the Honours, 
of his diſſoluted Country. rie * * 


When the Plebeians of Rome were an Aſſemblage of 
Heroes, it is no Wonder that their Senate ſhould ap- 
pear an Aſſemblage of Gods. The Mirror muſt re- 
flect the Likeneſs of its Object. Parliaments will re- 
ſemble the People they repreſent. Such as the 
Chooſers are, ſuch alſo will be the Choſen. Patriot - 
iim cannot be the Offspring of Proſtitution, nor Vir- 
tue the Begotten of Corruption and Iniquity.  » 


How then, Countrymen, ſhould You diſcern thoſe 
Qualities, in Others, whereof Ye have no Knowlege 
or Senſation in Yourſelves? At one Time You appear 
to be a Nation of Patriots, Town and Country, Peo- 
ple and Pt, All in Tumult, All in Uproar, 
againſt Majeſty and Miniſtry. And again, in a few 
Days, You fit down in a State of diſguſted Quietiſm, 
and ſwear that there is not a Patriot upon the Face of 
the Earth. Buty pray now, was your Uproar occa- 
ſioned by the Receipt of any Injury? No. Or was 
your Uproar appeaſed by the Receipt of- any Advan- 
tage? Neither. You follow the Cry of Your Leaders 
you know not why; and, when They ceaſe, You are 
filent, You know not wherefore. You miſtake Shar 
dows for Things, and Sounds for Significations, It 
zs not the Virtue, but the Turbulence, of Public-Spj- 
rit, which You feel in Yourſelyes; it is not there 
fore, the Virtue, but the Turbulence thereof, which 
You reverence in thoſe factious Men, whom You 
look upon as your Tribunes, | 


O, tell us, how long You will ſuffer Yourſelves — 


[9] 
be hoodwink'd? how long will Ye be enamoured of 
ſuch ſtale, ridiculous, and repeated Impoſitions ? 


When the Great, the Wealthy, and the Wiſe, of 
this World, have any politic Jaunt to take; They 
claim a Cuftom, of ancient Preſcription, that you, 
the Beaſt called the —_— ſhould carry them and 
their Luggage thro' Thick and Thin, however dan- 
gerous or dirty the Road may be. 


On ſuch Occaſions, They find that nothing further 
is requiſite, than juſt to cheriſh and clap you awhile 
on the Shoulder, to repeat the old jockey- Words of 
Liberty and Country, then mount, ſeize the Bridle, 
clap Spurs and away. 


Nou though it may be difficult, all at once, to de- 
liver yourſelves from Riders fo long accuſtomed and 
practiſed to the Seat and the Rein; we wiſh, however, 
that you might be conſidered as a Beaſt of ſome Ap- 
prehenſion; and that, before you ſubmit your Mouth 
to the Bit and your Back to the Burden, your Gran- 
dees would inform you whereto they are bound, at 
what Rate they intend to travel, when and where 
they propoſe to ſtop, whether you are deſigned for 
a fair and free Road, or for ſhort Cuts and a gallant 
Contempt of Encloſures; laftly, whether, your 
Change of Paſture may not happen for the worſe; and 
whether, when you have carried them to their Jour- 
ney's End, They may not turn You, as uſual, to 
graze at adventure, and to be houſed by the Elements. 


Look hack a little, fond People! reviſe your own 
Conduct, conſider, for how many Years, you have 
been urged and inſtructed to lift up your Heel, and to 
ſpurn, and laſh at legal Government, at the Govern- 
ment that is appointed by your Country and Conſtituti- 
on; without which you cannot be proſperous, without 

| which 


[10] 
which you cannot be free. While, at the ſame time, 
like an Aſs, you hold out your filly Head to the Lead- 
ing of any Fellow, who pleaſes to take you a private 
Path, for his own private Purpoſes, | | 


Come then, Countrymen, and endeavour to reaſon, 
but a Moment. Let any One from among you, ſtep 
forth, and tell us, what Theſe your Guides, your 
Counſellors, your Patrons have done in your Favour? 
In what Inſtance have you been benifitted? what Ad- 
vantage hath been atchieved, or what Plume hath been 
won for you by theſe your Heroes, your Champions, 
your Patriots, your Demigods? have they encreaſed 

our Public-Income, have they leſſened your Public- 
Taxes? have they extended any Liberties, have they 
recovered any Rights? Have they attempted any Ac- 
ceſſion of your Fortunes at Home, or ſolicited any Fa- 
vour or Friendſhip for you abroad? No, Country- 
men; quite the contrary. You looked toward your 
own Intereſts but you laboured and rowed to their 
Intereſts alone. They fold you, they jobbed you, 
they joekey'd you away; and you compelled the Ad- 
miniſtration to pay down the Price for you, though 
they generouſly declined to take advantage of their 
Bargain. | 1 | 


Mark, therefore, and behold the Myſtery of this Ini- 
quity revealed! Obſerve, and We will ſhew unto you, as 
plain as Paul's from Highgate, where your Damages, 
your Diſadvantages, and Dangers lye, on the one 
Hand; and where your Intereſt, your Liberty, and 
Security ſtands, on the other, And, henceforward, 
remember, that, where your Intereſt is, there will 
your true Friends be gathered together. 


IT HATH been a Cuſtom, almoſt Time imme- 


morial, for Parliaments to be divided into a Party 
called 


(m] 

called Courtiers, compoſed of Men who are in Place, 
and a Party called Countrymen, compoſed of Men 
who are out of Place. Both of them, ſimply and 
invariably, keep the ſame End in View, while they 
appear to ſtand oppoſite; and Theſe from the Eaſt, 
and Thoſe from the Weſt, equally point to the 
Northern STAR of INTEREST. 


The one Party retains the Denomination of Cour- 
tiers juſt ſo long as It is kept within the Circle of Pre- 
ferment :. And the other Party retains the Denomina- 
tion of Countrymen, juſt ſo long as it is kept from 


entering the ſaid Circle, to which It lays cloſe and un- 
remitted Siege. 


It is not uncommon for theſe Parties to change 
Places, and when they change Places, they change 
Denominations, when they change their Denominati- 
ons, they alſo, mutually adopt the Meaſures of Each- 
other; but there is no Manner of Occaſion for any 
Change, or new Adoption of Proſpects or Principles, be- 


cauſe their Proſpects and Principles were originally 
the ſame. 


The Party called the Court Party, muſt always be 
prevalent; for whenever the Country-Party happens 
to grow the ſtronger, It puſhes its Adverfary out of 


the Court-Circle, and inſtantly. aſſumes the Title and 
Appendages of its Place. | 


Know, therefore, deluded Mortals! that it is nei- 
ther in the Power, nor Proſpect, of a Country-Party 
to atchieve any of the Points for which they ſeem to 
contend, with ſo much Violence and Clamour, and, 
which they would have you to believe ſo indiſpenſably 
neceſſary to your Liberty and Welfare: And further 
know, that no National Bounty, no ſalutary Law, can 

take Effect in theſe Kingdoms, fave, by the mere Mo- 
tzon, or good Will of the Court 


E Where 
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Where the Intereſts of King and People, of Gurt 
and Country are not wholly the ſame; They are, at 
leaſt, fo naturally, ſo neceffarily, and intimately eon- 
nected, that no Meaſure can be taken, 'of rea] Ad- 
vantage to the Gurt, that will not reflect ſome Ad- 
vrutage to the Country; nor any Conceſſion granted, 
beneficial for the Country, that will not immediately, 
or ultimately tend to the Benefit of the Court. 


Me ſpeak not here of imaginary Advantages; ſuch 
as, Taking from the Prerogative or Power of the 
Crown, to add to the Privileges of a Licentious People; 

or, Taking from the Liberty or Privileges of the Peo- 
pic, to add an overbearing Power to the Crown —— 
n either of thoſe Caſes, the Perpetration of ſuch an 
Attempt would prove equally pernicious to Crown and 
Country, as it would prove pernicious to the Conſtitu- 
tion, in which both of them are connected, and, by 
which alone they ſubſiſt: It would prove, on either 
Side, like a Piece overcharged, It would recoil, and 
overthrow the Party who took Aim, as well as wound 
the Party at whom it was levelled. 


Wherefore, Countrymen, bear in Mind, that, tho” 
you may be benefitted, you cannot be eſſentially hurt, 
while the Conftitution remains intire and unfhaken, 
And, when you perceive any Attempt to encroach on 
the Conſtitution, by encroaching on Popular Privilege, 
or Crown- Prerogatrve; bear alſo in Mind, that ſuch 
Attempt was never made, through any Love or At- 
tachment to the Cr-awn on the one Side, or any Love 
or Attachment to the Country on the other, It cannot. 
be made, but by turbulent and flagitious Men, who 
are ready to ſacrifice both Crown-and Country, on the 
Altar of their own Avarice, or to the Idol of their on 
Ambition. 


Fa 
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As ſuch Men indiſcriminately, may be in, or out of 
Place; ſuch Men, indiſcriminately may be of Court 
or Country Party. | 

Such Men, when in Place, deem it their Intereſt to 
ſecrete, as it were, the Monarch to themſelves. In 
order to attach and confine him to their own Influence, 
they wiſh to ſever and ſeclude him from the Influence 
of all others. They, therefore, repreſent his Subjects, 
as a People prone to Licentiouſneſs and Inſurrection, 
averſe to regal Authority, Contemners of Majeſty, 
rebellious to Government, and Uſurpers of Preroga- 
tive. For they apprehend, not unwiſely, that, if the 
Monarch ſhould caſt himſelf on the Love of his Peo- 
ple, he might become independent, of their Advice 
and Aſſiſtance, and might make Merit alone the Can- 
didate for Office, and Object of Favour. | 


Such Men, who are out of Place, on the other 
Hand, deem it their Intereſt, to perſuade the People, 
that the Monarch and his Miniſters are machinating 
an Eſtabliſhment of unlimited Power, but, that they 
chooſe to proceed by Sap and Mine, a Method of 
Hoſtility, not obvious to the Public-Eye, though diſ- 
cermble by themſelves, the Guardian-Dragons of the 
golden Fruit of Liberty. | 


Thus, theſe Peſts of Society, Proſperity and Peace, 
mutually divide and exaſperate an indulgent Prince, 
and a loyal People againſt Each- other; and, almoſt, 
perſuade them to attempt, in their own Defence, the 
very Miſchiefs that are reciprocally though falſely, 


imputed. EY 


Accordingly, We have known a People famed for 
their Loyalty, fo enflamed, by their factious Leaders, 
againſt a beneficent and undeſigning Government, 
as gave juſt Alarms to all Lovers of the Conſtituti- 
on. The Leaders, thereby, became juſtly New” 

e 
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ble to a peaceful Adminiſtration. 'To appeaſe a de- 
Jaded Country, the Court was conſtrained to take the 
Chiefs of the Faction, with their Dependents,” into 
Favour. Honours were conſequently, granted, and: 
Poſts, and Places aſſigned, to Acts that were deteſt- 
able and Talents that were deſpiſed. The Leaders 
became new Men, they turned about, and began to 
declaim againſt Rioting and Sedition. The po- 
pular Ladder, on which they roſe to Preferment, 
was, inſtantly, caſt aſide. And the very Idea of Pa- 
triotiſm, ſo proſtituted and profaned, was laughed at, 
as the Chimera of inventive Antiquity, But, no more 
of this, at preſent; for we deem it a Part of Diſcre- 
tion to be very ſparing of Truth, where we would 
be ſparing of Offence, on certain Occaſions. 


We affirm, that there are many poſſible Cauſes of 
Quarrel, on the Part of a free People. But, then, ſuch 
Cauſes muſt be of National Concern. They muſt, 
in no Caſe, be partial. They muſt be ſocial and in- 
determinable. They muſt pervade the Conſtitution, 
They muſt reſpect the whole Community. 


Your two MAGNA CHARTAS. Your FREE- 
DOM of ELECTIONS. Your Claim to JURIES. 
LIBERTY. PROPERTY. PARLIAMENTARY 
INDEPENDENCE. Theſe are great, and good, and 
glorious Things! Claim them, aſſert them, depart 
not from them. You will beſt ſerve your Country, You 
will beſt ſerve your King, by affirming that Guſtituti- 
on, whereon his regal Power and Dignity are founded. 


But, then, you ſhould conſider that Pop L AR 
Ric Hrs make but One of the THREE PILLARS, 
on which theſe Nations reſt, The two other Pillars, 
of PARLIAMENTARY-PRIVILECES, and CROW N- 
PREROGATIVES, are equally neceſſary to the Sup- _ 
port of a Britiſh Conſtitution, And, ſhould Ve 

1 wickedly 
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wickedly puſh at the One, or the Other, Ye will in- 
cur the Fate of a blind and deſperate Sampſon, and be 


buried in the Ruines which you, yourſelves ſhall have 
wrought. 


It is the Cons T1TVU TION AL and unqueſtioned Pr R- 
Ro ATIvx, ot his Majeſty, to fill Places of public 
Authority and Truſt. And, yet, the Time hath 
been, when ye would have wrenched this very PRE- 
ROGATIVE from his royal Hand; had not his pater- 
nal Indulgence prevented your Violence, by yielding 
to your Frenzy, and ſubſcribing to your Dictates. 


O, never may there come a Seaſon, of like Incle- 
mency, between a gracious Sovereign and a Set of 
wayward Subjects! Be wiſer, for the future; be more 
friendly to your Country; and forbear to intermeddle, 
and embroil yourſelves, in Matters that are, no Way, 
your Buſineſs, or Concern. 


If ſome are at Cuffs for Power, and others wreſtle 
for Place; refer them to their Maſter; or let them 
fight it out, among themſelves. But, never more 
riſque your own, or your Country's Damage, where 


Ye have nothing to gain, on either Side of the 
tion. 


TWO quarrelſome Members of a certain Manor, 
took 1t into their Heads to. box, upon the Queſtion of, 
Who was fitteſt to bz appointed Chief- Gatherer of the 7 alls. 
On either Side, they alarmed and muſtered the Neigh- 
bourhood. Each exerted his Oratory to engage as 
many Seconds, as poſſible, to his Party; and it was 
every Moment expected that the whole Country 
ſhould fall together by the Ears. When, One, of the 
next Towns-men, having the Prudence to inquire the 
Cauſe of the Quarrel, very ſoberly addreſſed the Com- 
batants, in the ſollowing Terms. | 

Gentlemen 
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Gentlemen —— Whatever may happen to be the 
Iſſue of this Queſtion, I underſtand, that We, Who 
are called to a ſhare of the Conteſt, are, however, not 
to expect any Share of the Prize, Wherefore, if 
you do not think proper to leave the Deciſion to your 
natural Judge and Maſter, our gaod Lord of the Ma- 
nor; e' en ſettle the Buſineſs between yourſelves. Who. 
ever may happen to be appointed Toll-gatherer, I pre- 
fume we ſhall have no Remiſſion of Taxes, And, fo, 
Gentlemen —— You may go to Loggerheads, as 
foon as ever You pleaſe. 


BE NOT offended, Countrymen, if We aſk you 
one ſimple and civil Queſtion. It is no more than 
This. | 


Suppoſe, that GEORGE the SECOND, who may 
appeal to you as Samuel appealed to the Jfraelites 
who may challenge You, to declare, whoſe Ox or 
whoſe Aſs he hath taken, what Liberty He hath 
leſſened, or what Privilege He hath infringed. Sup- 
poſe, I ſay, that your King ſhould make Trial, whe- 
ther it were poſſible, by any Means to pleaſe you. Sup- 
poſe that He ſhould cull, from among his Couſins and 
Counſellors, ſome Patron, ſingularly zealous for the 
Intereſts of Ireland. Suppoſe ſuch a Man inveſted, 
as an Angel, with ample and equal Powers, for ef- 
fecting every Article of National Profperity. Sup- 
poſe him wiſe to Plan, and warm, to execute every 
Scheme of public Emolument to you and to your 
Country. Would ye be pleaſed with ſuch a Patron? 
n We Countrymen — No — Not while a fin- 
gle Popular Leader were left, with Appetites, un- 
ſatisfied, and Sophiſtry, yet unſilenced, to queſtion, 
and to cavil, at miniſterial Friendſhip, or royal Bene- 
ficence. wy 


Whence, then, is this Peryerſneſs? is it from _ 
Ke 
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lice or Ingratitude? We ſhould do you great Injuſtice, 
did we charge you with One or Other. Your Per- 
verſeneſs proceeds from Ignorance and Error alone. 


The true Intereſts of Jreland are a Study, and Con- 
cern, with which neither you nor your Betters, have 
been converſant. 


Aſent, Conſent, Diſſent, Unions, Grand and Petty 
Queſtions, The Turning of old Barns into new Barracks, 
the Importance of a Partridge, and the Salvation of a 
Hare, have formed the magical Axis, whereon the 
Cares, Conteſts, and Solicitudes, of Ireland, have 
turned for upward of half a Century. While a Mili- 
on of her Hands are reſtrained or diſcouraged from 
Labour, by Law. And while the Crafts, and Ma- 
nufactures, Art, Induſtry, and Trade diſengaged from 
the Diſturbance of any popular Concern or Clamour, 
may take their Reſt in Peace, and ſleep on to Eternity. 


Permit Us to rouſe Them! Permit us to awaken 
Yourſelves to a new Senſe of Things, To ſhew You 
your true Intereſts. To ſhew You, alſo, your true 


Friends. They are impatient to attend You, with our 
next Addreſs. 


LIBERTY, 


and 


COMMON-SENSE. 


[ To ba continued. 
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